
Mrs. Winfred Joyce Williams
March 9, 1934 - February 6, 2015

Her Story: 
 Winifred Joyce Williams affectionately known by family and friends as “Joyce”

was born on March 9, 1934 in Dayton, Ohio. Joyce was born to the late Willis
Blackburn and Adelaide Shoecraft. Her brother, Wilbert and her sister,
Marguerite, both preceded her in death. As a young child, Joyce moved to
Kansas City, Missouri and grew up in the care of members of her extended
family. 
Joyce received her formal education in the Kansas City public school system.
After graduation from high school at age 16, graduating from Lincoln High
School in Kansas City, MO, she embarked upon a career in radiologic
technology, attending schools in Wichita and Rosedale Kansas. 

On August 30, 1958, in Kansas City, MO, Joyce wed the late Robert Lee
Williams and to that union was born one son, Robert E. Williams (Artist
Sherobbi). 

 

Joyce’s professional career spanned a host of areas including a career in
radiologic technology and employment as an educator. Joyce worked at
several hospitals throughout Michigan before retiring from Henry Ford
Hospital in 1989. Joyce later pursued a career as an educator. In Detroit,
Joyce taught at Pulaski, Bell and Monnier Elementary schools. Upon her
retirement from the Detroit Board of Education, Joyce relocated to Dayton,



Ohio where she taught at the Richard Allen School. 

Joyce was an avid lifetime learner who was perpetually involved in some
educational endeavor. She earned her bachelor’s degree from Wayne State
University and at the age of 72 received her Master’s in Education from
Cambridge College. 

Joyce accepted Christ at an early age and as a child, she joined Willis Chapel
A.M.E. Church in Kansas City, MO. She later moved with her son to Flint,
Michigan, transferring her membership to Newman A.M.E. Church in Pontiac,
Michigan. Upon accepting employment in Detroit, Joyce later relocated to
Detroit and joined Ebenezer AME Church. After she retired from Detroit Public
Schools, Joyce returned to the city of her birth, Dayton, Ohio, where she
became an active member of Greater Allen AME Church. In later years, Joyce
moved back to Detroit, the place that she called home and she renewed her
membership with Ebenezer AME Church, where she remained a faithful and
dedicated member until the time of her passing. 

Joyce’s love for traveling led her in the mid 1980’s to become a certified travel
agent. She organized a number of very lucrative bus tours throughout
Michigan, Ohio and Canada. Her last bus tour was in 2013 where she helped
the EC-3 Autumn Steppers sponsor a Fall Color Tour of Southeastern MI. 

 

As a result of Joyce’s missionary spirit and desire to be a help to her
fellowman, she touched many lives during her lifetime. Joyce was an active
member of the AME Church Missionary Societies in Michigan and Ohio,
serving on the Grant and the Edith Hodge Women’s Missionary Societies. She
was a Class Leader, served on EAME Church Stewardess Board #2, the
Board of Christian Education and volunteered as part of the food ministry at
New Light Baptist Church and the Ebenezer Community and Cultural Center.
Winifred Joyce was an active member of Church Women United, Kappa



Gamma PI Honor Society, American Society of Radiological Technologist,
American Registry of Radiologic Technologist, Founders Society Detroit
Institute of Arts, Friends Of African Art DIA, United Negro College Foundation,
Women's Committee, Bel Aires Social Club, International Federation Women
in Travel Founder/Board Member, Henry Ford Hospital Recreational
Association Board Member, and a Paul Laurence Dunbar Museum member.
She also served as a former president of the Resident’s Council at Oak
Village Square Senior Apartments.



Cemetery Details

Great Lakes National Cemetery

4200 Belford Rd.
Holly, MI 48442

Previous Events

Visitation

Wednesday, Feb. 11. 4:00 PM - 8:00 PM (ET)

O. H. Pye, III Funeral Home
17600 Plymouth Road
Detroit, MI 48227
(313) 838-9770
info@pyefuneralhome.com

Family Hour

Thursday, Feb. 12. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (ET)

Ebenezer AME Church
5151 W. Chicago
Detroit, MI 48204

Funeral Service

Thursday, Feb. 12. 11:00 AM (ET)

Ebenezer AME Church
5151 W. Chicago
Detroit, MI 48204

mailto:info@pyefuneralhome.com
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January 21, 2023 at 09:34 PM

Mrs. Winfred Joyce Williams

Lynn Grant - February 12, 2015 at 09:06 PM

Lynn Grant sent a virtual gift in memory of Mrs.
Winfred Joyce Williams

Sadaiah Williams - February 11, 2015 at 01:33 AM

Sadaiah Williams lit a candle in memory of
Mrs. Winfred Joyce Williams

Shirley Christian - February 10, 2015 at 07:41 PM

Shirley Christian lit a candle in memory of
Mrs. Winfred Joyce Williams
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Beatrice Roland - February 10, 2015 at 12:56 PM

Beatrice Roland lit a candle in memory of
Mrs. Winfred Joyce Williams

Ms Laverne - February 10, 2015 at 05:42 AM

Please accept my sincere sympathy for your loss. As you cherish
fond memories also know that the God of all comfort is near since
he cares for all who are feeling sorrow at this time and he offers
hope. Rev 21:4

The Baileys Jr. & The Baileys Sr. - February 09, 2015 at 07:55 PM

To Kaye know that we are praying your strength . You loved your
granny but know this God loves her best. She's in Good Hands!
From Albert Bailey Jr. And his Family! My Mom and Dad also wants
you and your family to know he only picks the best for his Rose
Garden

albert bailey Jr. Rochelle and Family - February 09, 2015 at 07:47 PM

To the family of Mrs Winifred Joyce Williams. You have my sincere
Prayers at this time of Sorrows Our God has inducted her into his
Awesome Hall of Fame! To My Good Friend know that The Lord will
keep you and your Family always in his care! From Albert Bailey Jr.
And Mr and Mrs Albert Sr and our entire family! God Bless


