
Mr. Walter Lee Sumlin
September 5, 1923 - October 22, 2013

Walter Lee Sumlin, 90, of Detroit began his heavenly journey on Tuesday,
October 22, 2013. Walter Lee Sumlin was born the third of seven children to
Dora Starks and Lee Sumlin on September 5, 1923 in Leaksville, Mississippi.
At a young age, the family moved to Fruitdale, Alabama where he lived and
attended school until the 7th grade. 

 

Being second oldest son, Walter began working to help support the family.
And during his teen years worked as a truck driver in Fruitdale, Alabama
before moving to Mobile where he lived with his eldest sister, Lucille until
1943. 

 

On May 31, 1944, Walter was inducted into the United States Navy until his
honorable discharge from the U.S. Naval Center in New Orleans, Louisiana
on February 17, 1946. During his time in the service, Walter served in World
War II on the USS Polaris a naval supply ship as a painter third class. 

 

After leaving the service, Walter returned to Prichard, Alabama where he met
Mildred L. Edwards. The couple later married on November 28, 1947 in
Mobile, Alabama. Following his older brother, Jesse, Walter left Alabama
looking to provide a better life for his new family. 

 

Walter boarded a train arriving in Detroit, Michigan on a Saturday and was



working at Ford Motor Company the very next Monday. 
 

He later sent for his newly married wife and her two young sons, Henry and
Richard Tanner with his first paycheck. The couple was later blessed with the
birth of their only daughter, Patricia Ann. 

 While at Ford, Walter became sickly and left the automotive industry to began
his career in construction, where he retired on December 2, 1985 after
working over 34 years. 

 

During his years in construction, Walter supervised such projects as the
Renaissance Center, Northland Mall and the Detroit Metro Airport. 

 

Walter spent the next 28 years being a dedicated servant at New Creation
Church, his laborer's Local 1191, community activist as a block club president,
neighborhood watch, feeding the hungry and volunteer at the mini police
precinct. 

The job that gave him much joy was serving on the Usher Board at Greater
Grace Temple until 2012. Walter continued to be a light to the community,
mentor, counselor, friend to the very end. 

 

As Walter's journey neared its end, his daughter, Pat, supported by family and
friends sacrificed and dedicated herself to the faithful and unselfish care of her
beloved father, Walter.



Previous Events

Visitation

Friday, Nov. 1. 3:00 PM - 8:00 PM (ET)

O. H. Pye, III Funeral Home
17600 Plymouth Road
Detroit, MI 48227
(313) 838-9770
info@pyefuneralhome.com

Family Hour

Saturday, Nov. 2. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (ET)

Greater Grace Temple - Taylor
24111 Koths
Taylor, MI 48180
(313) 295-4472

Funeral Service

Saturday, Nov. 2. 11:00 AM (ET)

Greater Grace Temple - Taylor
24111 Koths
Taylor, MI 48180
(313) 295-4472

mailto:info@pyefuneralhome.com
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January 21, 2023 at 09:34 PM

Mr. Walter Lee Sumlin

Ladell - November 01, 2013 at 02:11 PM

Aunt Mildred, Pat,Henry, Richard and family, Uncle Walter was a
real Jewel , You will have long memories of him always. Cherish the
time that you shared always. May God give you all forever Peace. 

  
 
Ladell and family with love Always! 

 Atlanta, GA

October 31, 2013 at 04:25 PM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Mr. Walter Lee Sumlin.

The Kelley Family - October 31, 2013 at 10:51 AM

The Kelley Family purchased the Peaceful White
Lilies Basket for the family of Mr. Walter Lee
Sumlin.

https://www.pyefuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.pyefuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.pyefuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.pyefuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.pyefuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Patricia Bulock - October 28, 2013 at 05:50 PM

Mr. Sumlin, you are and were a treasure. I
knew you for forty plus years it was a blessing
from GOD. You always made me feel most
welcome and you could talk on any subject. I
felt as if You were a father to me and I loved
you for that. I will treasure your memory always. Love Patricia
Bulock

Dr. Minnie C. Wilson - October 28, 2013 at 09:43 AM

To Pat and the Sumlin Family, 
  

Please accept my deepest condolences for the loss of your loved
one, and my God bless, comfort and strengthen you with His
Awesome Presence and Abiding Love at this difficult time. 
 
Prayers & love, 

 From Dr. Minnie C. Wilson


