Mrs. Essie Lee
June 7, 1938 - December 8, 2014

The Life And Memories Of Essie Lee:

Essie B. Lee was born in Eads, Tennessee on June 7, 1938 to the late Elgin
and Marie Matthews Wade. She was the third of ten children. Charles Wade
Sr. known as Chuck, who preceded her in death, was the first born child and
Curtisstine Young was the second born child. Essie proudly and loving
referred to herself to her younger siblings as “your big sister.” If she called you
and made contact with you, she would usually say, “I just wanted to hear your
voice and tell you that I love you.” If she called and didn’t make contact, she
would usually leave a message saying, “Hi, this is your Big Sister Essie. We'll
miss Essie very much.

Essie was raised by her mother’s brother, O.C. Matthews and his wife
Victoria, a childless couple, who lived in Douglass, Tennessee where Essie
grew up and was educated.

Essie met and married, Lawrence Shannon. To this union, one son, her only
child was born. His name was Vegas Artez, but was known as “Reggie.” They
both preceded her in death.

Essie moved to Detroit, Ml in 1961 and to St. Louis, MO in 1976. She
reconnected with Armour Lee, a childhood sweet heart and soul mate. They
were married on December 21, 1981. She removed the “step” from step-



children and accepted Armour’s seven children as her own.

He was a member at St. Mark Grand Lodge of St. Louis and she was a
member of the Eastern Star. They traveled with their organizations and had an
enjoyable life together.

While living in St. Louis, they were members of the Morning Star Baptist
Church, which fellowshipped with Third New Hope of Detroit, MI. for many
years. Essie sang in the choir and taught Sunday School Classes.

Essie and her husband retired from their life’s work in St. Louis and decided to
move back to Tennessee, which is where they were born. They moved to
Covington, Tennessee and joined the St. John M.B. Church under the
leadership of Rev. Autrell Williams in Atoka, Tennessee.

llinesses began to attack them. Armour succumbed to his illness on
November 22, 2012, which was Thanksgiving Day. In November, 2013, Essie
returned to Michigan where four of her siblings live. She lived in the Ellis
Manor Apartments in Detroit, Ml. She made new friends and participated in
and enjoyed many of the activities provided in the facility.

Essie departed this life on December 8, 2014.



Cemetery Details

Out Of State

Previous Events
Visitation

Sunday, Dec. 14. 10:00 AM - 8:00 PM (ET)

O. H. Pye, Illl Funeral Home
17600 Plymouth Road
Detroit, MI 48227

(313) 838-9770
info@pyefuneralhome.com

Family Hour

Monday, Dec. 15. 10:30 AM - 11:00 AM (ET)

Third New Hope Missionary Baptist Church
12850 Plymouth Road

Detroit, Ml 48227

(313) 491-7890
worship@thirdnewhope.com
http://www.thirdnewhope.com


mailto:info@pyefuneralhome.com
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http://www.thirdnewhope.com/

Funeral Service

Monday, Dec. 15. 11:00 AM (ET)

Third New Hope Missionary Baptist Church
12850 Plymouth Road

Detroit, Ml 48227

(313) 491-7890
worship@thirdnewhope.com
http://www.thirdnewhope.com
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Tribute Wall

Mrs. Essie Lee

January 21, 2023 at 09:34 PM

All Praises and Glory to GOD first and foremost for creating an
individual such as yourself Mrs. Lee. Secondly, | thank GOD for this
specific day and giving my mother and myself the opportunity to talk
to you. | believe GOD works in mysterious ways and has a funny
since of humor within how he shows us certain things within
ourselves and the people we deal with directly and indirectly
consistently at moments. Mrs. Lee... Thank "YOU" for your LOVE,
your CONCERN, your HONEST REAL conversation we had
together, and overall being an genuine honest LOVING individual.
Thank you Mrs. Lee for overall being "YOU"!!! GOD Bless you and
yours.

Derrick Jones and The Jones Family

Dirty_D_3000 Jones - December 16, 2014 at 09:07 PM



