Mrs. Eddie Geneva Anderson
March 24, 1933 - July 24, 2015

The Life Of Eddie Geneva Anderson:
Eddie Geneva Anderson was born on March 24, 1933 in Monticello, Arkansas
to Leonard Williams and Eddie Mae Norrell.

Always known as "Geneva" once leaving the south, she retired her name and
announced to everyone she met that she was Geneva.

Geneva's mother died giving birth, and she was subsequently raised by her
grandparents, Arthur and Mary Norrell. Geneva received her education in the
Drew County school system.

She met Cornelius Daniels and after a short courtship her first son (Anthony
Larry Williams) was born, Anthony would subsequently live off and on
between Geneva and his father before she would leave for Michigan.

In 1947, she departed Monticello with her two married aunts (Colly Will
Prosper, and Johnnie Norrell Gilkey). Although they were only 10 years older,
they would share in the upbringing of Geneva. She referred to them as Aunt
Will and Aunt Johnnie even though they were more like sisters. They both
preceded her in death. From that extended family they left Sharon (Ramone)
Crowe as the only survivor of that close knit group.



After moving to River Rouge, MI, Geneva gave her life to Christ, joining St.
John AME Church, she continued to be a faithful member in good standing
until her passing.

Eventually, Geneva would meet her mate; Milton S. Anderson, as he was the
paperboy on their route and she then found out he attended the same church.
She would later find that Milton's father was the associate pastor at the
church. After a long courtship that included separation by the Korean War,
Milton asked her two aunts for permission (as was customary) and they were
finally married in December of 1956.

They would have six children from this union: Daryl, Gwen, Cheryl, Derrick,
Donald, and Dwayne. In 1965, Anthony would rejoin the family with everyone
living under one roof. Geneva worked as a stay-at-home mom, because back
in her early teen years that was required. She always wanted to contribute to
the family income but she also knew raising her children was just as
important. Her love of cooking eventually would move her out of the house
and into several restaurants where she would retire from the Jacobson store
chain. In the spring of 1968, Geneva would re-unite with her father back in
Monticello. This would bring together the two families for the first time. She
would then meet her brothers Leonard and Tyronn, sisters Linda, Bessie, and
Gladys. Both Bessie and Gladys preceded her in death. Over the years she
would grow closer to Lenny as he came to town for his concerts. She loved
her brother and talked with him often. Never missing an opportunity to see him
perform his music and later stage plays. She especially enjoyed when he did
a birthday show for the Queen of Soul; a quiet guest only (and our family)
event staged at the Opera House in Detroit.

Geneva was a giver, never a taker. To everyone she encountered, she would
always think of you first. In her later years, she would shop catalogs and just
buy things for people, just because. Always cheerful and nice, she would go



out of her way to help anyone.

Living on Dawes Street for 42 years it became a family block. Everyone knew
each other. She will miss her long standing neighbors; John & JoAnn Benson,
Virginia Smith, Mr. Guyton, and her running buddy Nadine Beachum. She will
miss talking to Nadine every night before going to bed and first thing in the
morning.

Geneva was an avid gardener, often purchasing flowers and grass seed for
her neighbors so everyone's yard "looked right". Loving to cook, she amassed
over 100 cookbooks for various styles of cooking. She loved reading and in
her later years adopted technology as a reading tool. Geneva loved to travel
and always tried to visit family and make the annual family reunions, no matter
what city they were held in.

On July 24th, one year and one day after her other running buddy (Marjorie)
passed on, she departed this life.



Cemetery Details

Detroit Memorial Park West

25200 Plymouth Road
Redford Twp., MI 48239

Previous Events

Family Hour

Tuesday, Aug. 4. 10:30 AM - 11:00 AM (ET)

St. John A.M.E. Church

505 Beechwood St.

River Rouge, MI 48218
(313) 386-2288
stjiohnchurch@sbcglobal.net
http://stjohnriverrouge.org

Funeral Service

Tuesday, Aug. 4. 11:00 AM (ET)

St. John A.M.E. Church

505 Beechwood St.

River Rouge, M| 48218
(313) 386-2288
stjiohnchurch@sbcglobal.net
http://stjohnriverrouge.org
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Tribute Wall

Mrs. Eddie Geneva Anderson

January 21, 2023 at 09:34 PM

Meredith Lanum lit a candle in memory of |

Mrs. Eddie Geneva Anderson

Meredith lanum - May 21, 2017 at 10:05 PM

To the Anderson family,

I am truly sadden by the passing of Mrs. Anderson.!| wil miss
stopping in to see her when | came home for my yearly visit. In fact |
was just home in June and | missed her because everytime | drove
pass the house | did not see her car.l was blessed to visit with her
for a while last year.l was telling her how | had such fond memories
of hanging out at her house when | was teen and she said everyone
hung out there. Please know that you all are in my thoughts and
prayers.

God Bless you all
Sincerely,

Phyllis (Windom) Williams

Phyllis Williams - August 05, 2015 at 04:46 PM



Dwayne,

My condolences go out to you and your family. Stay strong in your
beliefs and enjoy the memories. If you need anything im a call away.

Al Foster - August 04, 2015 at 10:16 AM

Our sympathy to Donald and the entire |
Anderson family. Mom & me are extending

our deepest sympathy for the loss of your |
mother. We wish you comfort and peace of u
mind. Love always Mitzi & Johnette

Mitzi Winston - August 03, 2015 at 11:47 PM

Our sympathy to Dwayne and the entire ]
Anderson family. We hope your fond
memories will help you during this difficult
time.

v

Mary & Robert. (Raleigh, NC)
MARY & ROBERT HUNTER - August 02, 2015 at 08:36 PM
To a good friend whom opened her doors to me

and called to say hello, | know you are smiling
down on us. You will be missed.

Edward Turner - July 31, 2015 at 11:12 PM



Chuck Bigelow lit a candle in memory of Mrs. |

Eddie Geneva Anderson

Chuck Bigelow - July 31, 2015 at 09:08 PM

To the Family of Mrs. Anderson, May you know time will heal your
sadness and there is comfort in beautiful memories. Others share
your sorrow and you are not alone. So very sorry for the loss of your

beloved mother. Cheryl Peterson

Cheryl Peterson - July 31, 2015 at 06:23 PM

To the family of Mrs. Anderson, you are in my ]
prayers as you go though these difficult times.

May God bless you always. Sincerely the
Malone and Adams family. \*

n malone - July 30, 2015 at 05:55 PM



