
Mr. David Lee Willis
March 25, 1942 - April 27, 2016

In Remembrance Of Our Beloved David Lee Willis: 
 On Tuesday, March 25, 1942, a male child with skin like brown velvet, black

curly hair and big beautiful eyes, named after his father and mother, David
Lee, was the first child of 13 children born to the union of the late Reverend
David Daniel and Daisy Lee Willis Jr. One brother, Kenneth and one sister,
Marcella, preceded him in death. 

 

David, affectionately called, Son by his family, was reared in a Christian home
and was instilled with strong Christian values. He was baptized at an early
age by his father, at the Greater Middle Missionary Baptist Church of
Ferndale, Michigan pastored by the late Reverend Johnson. In his later years,
he united with the Rising Star Missionary Baptist Church of Detroit, Michigan
pastored by the late Reverend Holly. 

 

As a youth he and his younger sisters Linda, Delessie, and Marcella, known
as the Willis Singers, would travel on Sunday evenings with their father to
various Baptist churches, singing praises to God before he would preach.
They often received standing ovations for their a-cappella singing. These were
very special fun times for the family being able to travel with their Dad and to
serve God all at the same time. 

 

David was educated in the Detroit Public Schools system, graduating from



Eastern High School in June 1961. During high school, David participated in
track and cross country, R.O.T.C. and played the flute in the Eastern High
School Band. After graduating from Eastern High School, David was drafted
into the Armed Services. He served his country honorably, earning a Purple
Heart for his tour in the Vietnam War. 

 

During the months of March and April, David enjoyed fishing with his Aunt
Elma. They would travel into Canada and fish for Capper, which ran during
those months. In addition to fishing, he loved playing chess with friends and
colleagues at the American Legion, Joe Louis Post #375. His great love was
photography. For 40 years David took pictures for all occasions. 

 

On Saturday, February 10, 1973, David was united in holy matrimony to
Dorothy Marrable. Their union was blessed with one son Lawrence Lee. 

 

David retired from the City of Detroit, Department of Transportation (DOT)
after 30 years (February 11, 1967-February 11, 1997) of dedicated service. 

 

On Wednesday, April 27, 2016, at 3 a.m. our Heavenly Father saw fit to
summon David home to receive his rewards.



Cemetery Details

Forest Lawn Cemetery

11851 Van Dyke Ave.
Detroit, MI 48234

Previous Events

Family Hour

Thursday, May 5. 10:30 AM - 11:00 AM (ET)

Christian Liberty Community Church
3126 McClellan
Detroit, MI 48214

Funeral Service

Thursday, May 5. 11:00 AM (ET)

Christian Liberty Community Church
3126 McClellan
Detroit, MI 48214
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January 21, 2023 at 09:34 PM

Mr. David Lee Willis

Lawrence Willis - December 30, 2018 at 07:45 PM

One of my memories of pops is when I went to Redford High
School,Pops was driving the Plymouth bus.Dont know how he found
me,but he picked me up at the bus stop every afternoon.yellow
shirt,green pants,twirling his transfer punch.

The Addison Family - May 09, 2016 at 02:49 PM

So sorry to hear about your loss. He was
always such a polite nice person whenever
you encountered him in our apartment
building. He will be greatly missed. We are
praying for your family in the loss of your dear
love one.

Lawrence Willis - December 30, 2018 at 07:45 PM

Thank you

Janet Hunt - May 05, 2016 at 07:19 AM

May God comfort you during this time and bring you peace. 
God Bless, 

  
Mr. and Mrs. Hunt Jeffersonian neighbors



PS

Lawrence Willis - December 30, 2018 at 07:46 PM

Thank you. Lawrence Willis

psmith - April 29, 2016 at 07:43 PM

A Message Of Sympathy For Your Family : May the God of all
tender mercies, hope and comfort sustain the family at this sad
time. 2Corinthians.1:2-4.


